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1. ON THE BASIS OF INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY DEPT, AND SINCE 

IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT CULTURAL EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH 
BULGARIA CAN BE IN EFFECT IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AND SINCE WE 
BELIEVE IT WOULD NOT BE IN US INTEREST JUST TO MARK TIME ON 
CULTURAL FRONT, WE HAVE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS ON HOW EX- 
CHANGE PICTURE HERE COULD BE LIVENED UP DURING INTERIM: 

2. WHILE THE BULGARIANS TRY TO LIMIT WESTERN CULTURAL PRE- 
SENTATIONS BY INSISTING ON ONE-FOR-ONE RECIPROCITY, THERE 
SHOULD BE WAYS OF GETTING AROUND THIS BY ACCEPTING SMALL 
BULGARIANS ITEMS IN RETURN FOR LARGE AMERICAN ONES (THE 
"HORSE AND RABBIT STEW" ANALOGY). THE FRENCH, FOR INSTANCE, 
UNDER THEIR CURRENT AGREEMENT WITH BULGARIA ARE ABLE TO 
SHOW ONE MAJOR FRENCH FEATURE LENGTH FILM A YEAR IN A 
MAJOR SOFIA CINEMA TO A BLUE-RIBBON AUDIENCE OF INVITED 
GUESTS. IN RETURN THEY NEED ONLY TO SCREEN A 
BULGARIAN FILM (WHOSE CHOICE THEY CAN INFLUENCE) IN AN 
OUT-OF-THE-WAY "CINEMA ESSAI" IN PARIS. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT BULGARAKA KINEMATOGRAFIA IS IN THE PROCESS OF 
ORGANIZING A WEEK OF BULGARIAN FILMS THROUGH THE PACIFIC 
FILM ARCHIVE OF UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELY 
(SHELDON RENAN IS CONTACT). THIS WILL BE SECOND BUL- 
GARIAN FILM WEEK TO BE HELD IN UNITED STATES. WE WOULD 
LIKE AUTHORITY TO SUGGEST TO BULGARS THAT IN RETURN THEY 
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SHOULD ALLOW US TO SHOW ONE MAJOR FILM IN MAJOR CINEMA 
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HERE DURING THE COMING AUTUMN, AGREEMENT OR NO AGREEMENT. 

3. GIVEN THE DIFFICULTY WE HAVE HAD HERE WITH SHOWING 
EXHIBITS OF AMERICAN ART, IT SEEMS TO US THAT WE SHOULD 
TRY TO OBTAIN ADVANTAGE FROM THE INTEREST THAT WOULD 
EXIST FOR SOME BULGARIAN PRESENTATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, 

THERE IS NOW A TRAVLING EXHIBIT OF THRACIAN ART WHICH ON 
ITS MERITS MIGHT WELL DESERVE TO BE SHOWN ALSO IN A MAJOR 
AMERICAN MUSEUM. THE EXHIBIT, CONTAINING 800 ARTIFACTS, 

IS NOW IN PARIS WHERE SHOWING WAS ORGANIZED BY AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND FRENCH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. ZHIVKOV'S DAUGHTER PLAYED A ROLE IN MOUNTING 
THIS EXHIBIT WHICH IS ALREADY SCHEDULED TO BE SHOWN ALSO 
IN MOSCOW, BERLIN. AND VIENNA, PROBABLY TO BE FOLLOWED 
BY LONDON. WE WOULD LIKE AUTHORITY TO EXPLORE WITH 
MME ZHIVKOVA POSSIBILITY OF SHOWING IT SOMEWHERE IN THE 
US IN RETURN FOR OPPORTUNITY TO MOUNT AMERICAN EXHI- 
BITS HERE IN BULGARIA. THERE SHOULD ALSO BE INTEREST IN 
THE US IN THE OUTSTANDING ALEXANDER NEVSKY ICON COLLECTION. 

4. THERE COULD ALSO BE OPPORTUNITIES FOR AMERICAN ARTISTS 
TO PERFORM IN BULGARIA WITHOUT RECIPROCITY, AS MANI- 
FESTED BY RECENT VISIT HERE OF ROYAL PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA WHICH PLAYED IN SOFIA, PLOVDIV AND BLAGOEVGRAD. 

ALTHOUGH UK HAS A CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH BULGARIA, THE 

ORCHESTRA WAS INVITED ON A COMMERCIAL BASIS AND UK 

KICKED IN ONLY A RELATIVELY SMALL SUBSIDY. DEPT SHOULD 

CONTINUE TO BEAR SOFIA IN MIND WHEN MAJOR US PERFORMING 

ARTISTS ARE TRAVELING IN EASTERN EUROPE. THERE ARE ALSO 

BULGARIAN ARTISTS (CHORAL GROUP. OPERA SINGERS AND BALLET DANCERS) 

FOR WHOM COMMERCIAL INTEREST EXISTS IN THE US WHICH 

COULD BE TURNED TO OUR ADVANTAGE IN OPENING DOORS HERE 
IN SOFIA. 

5. FROM THE POLITICAL POINT OF VIEW, ORGANIZING A MAJOR 
US CULTURAL EVENT IN SOFIA IS DISPROPORTIONATELY MORE 
USEFUL TO OUR INTERESTS THAN ANYTHING THE BULGARS CAN 
OBTAIN FROM ORGANIZING SOMETHING IN THE US, WHETHER LARGE 
OR SMALL, SIMPLY BECAUSE IN THIS CLOSED SOCIETY SUCH 
EVENTS AFFORD RARE OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIRECT ACCESS TO 
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BULGARIAN INTELLECTUALS, ARTISTS AND OPINION-MAKERS. 

BULGARIAN COMMUNIST APPARATCHIKS KNOW THIS AND ARE 
NERVOUS ABOUT ANY CONTACTS OF BULGARIAN ARTISTS AND 
INTELLECTUALS WITH FOREIGNERS. HOWEVER, THEIR CURRENT 
DESIRE FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH US IS SUCH THAT WE 
HAVE LAST WEEK HAD TWO GROUPS AT THE AMBASSADOR'S 
RESIDENCE, ONE COMPOSED OF MEDIA PEOPLE, EDUCATORS AND 
CULTURAL BUREAUCRATS VIEWING TWO INSTALLMENTS OF ALISTAIR 
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COOKE'S SERIES ON AMERICAN HISTORY, THE OTHER CONSISTING 
OF BALLET AND OPERA PEOPLE VIEWING FILMS ON AMERICAN 
BALLET. BOTH AUDIENCES WERE OF COURSE VETTED BY THE 
AUTHORITIES AND EVEN THEIR SIZE STRICTLY CONTROLLED 
HERZ 
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